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a total of four hundred million pounds in this way. How
splendid it would be if a large part of this could be diverted
to social welfare. That would be more worthy of Christian
natiotis. Friendly relations between the civilised states
would enable him to spend larger sums on social
reform.
When I mentioned that England is accused of having
sworn the isolation and encirclement of Germany and that
suspicions were rife that at the meeting of monarchs at
Rcval an attempt had been made to effect an undertanding
between Russia and England with regard to the Persian
frontier questions, the Minister said I could not write
too strongly in denial of these suspicions. The King had
to go to Rcval to pay his first visit to the Ozar. This talk
of working to encircle Germany was nonsense,
Lloyd George urged that it was King Edward's greatest
ambition to be a peace-maker, and that he could only
fulfil his mission, which had the approval of the whole of
English public opinion, if the ground wcte cut from under
the feet of those who were setting England and Germany
at each other's throats. This baiting must be stopped !
I also discussed other questions with this English
minister. Though an unswerving free-trader, he felt it
incumbent upon him to defend the tariff reformers against
the charge that their programme was directed specifically
against Germany. Once more he assured me that there
could be no world peace without friendly relations with
Germany and that the situation must be clarified. He said
that our mutual relations were the very foundations of
world peace, without which there could be no progress. ^
Lloyd George is leaving here for Germany, and will in
the immediate future be at the HStel Stephanie in Baden-
Baden, where I had the opportunity of such frequent and
. pleasant talks with Your Excellency three yoars ago.
Those were days of difficulty between France and Germany
owing to the Morocco crisis, which was the result of
strained relations between Germany and England.
Dark memories of those troubled times suggest to me
that I might ask you to consider whether it would not be
a good thing to give Lloyd George an opportunity of
telling you (in camera cantatis\ with greater precision and